Triphasic waves and spike wave stupor.
Triphasic waves are usually thought of as indicating a metabolic encephalopathy. Recent investigations have added nonmetabolic etiologies to the differential diagnosis of triphasic waves. Seizures are not generally thought of as associated with triphasic waves. Similarities in the appearance of records with encephalopathies and continuous triphasic waves and those of some patients with the Lennox-Gastaut syndrome have been noted. We presented a case which suggests that the presence of TW in a patient with a metabolic encephalopathy might suggest petit mal status epilepticus.